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| ecture Seven:

Among Those Born of Women

there is None Greater Than John
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Tabor, “John the Baptizer: More than a Prophet)”
in Enemies and Friends of the State

https: / /jamestabor.com /e wp~content/ u Ploacls/ 2018/07/ JtB-Article-Tabor. PCH:

Notes: 2002 Harvard Mandean Conference :

https A /James‘cabor com/ wp- ~content/ uPloads/ 2018/07/
JtB-Notes-from-Harvard-Mandean-Conference. PdF
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Josel:)]’)us on John the Baptist (Ant 18)
https: b Pages.uncc.edu/james~tabor/ ancientjudaism/josephusjohn~thc~ba[:>tis/

John the E’)aptizer in the GosPel Traditions

ht‘cps: Thvi Pages.uncc.ccl u/james-tabor/ chris’cian-origins~ancl~the~new~tcstament/
john-t e-baP’cizer-in-the-gosPel~traditions/

Essags on John the BaPtizer

https ./ /Pages uncce. edu@amcs%abor/chnstxan origins- -and-the-new-testament/
€ssays-on Johmt]ﬂe baptxzer/

Post-biblical Traditions on John the Bal:)tizer '
¢
https: 17 Pages.uncc.eclu /james~tabor/ christian~origins~and-the~new~testament/ '

e rgest-bibheaLtraditions—@n_-j'ghoxbﬁabaPﬁzesL———-«-- e reram——


https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/christian-origins-and-the-new-testament/john-the-baptizer-in-the-gospel-traditions/

John =P After this Jesus and his clisciples went into the land of
Jucléa; there he remained with them and baptizecl. 23 John also

was bap’tizing at Aenon near Salim) because there was much water

thcre; and Pcople came and were ]:)a[:)tized. 24 For John had not

yet been put in prison.

Mark 1:14 Now after John was arrested Jesus came into Galilee,

Preaching the gosl:)el of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kiﬂgclom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the

gospel.”

John10:40 He went away again across the Jordan to the Place
where John at first baptized, and there he remained. 41 And many
came to him; and theg said, “John did no sign, but evergthing that
John said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him
there.

*See Tabon_” blo ’ ost: A Jcsus Hideout in Jorclarj_”
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https://jamestabor.com/a-jesus-hideout-in-jordan/

Jesus said to them, I will ask you a question; answer me, and | will tell
you ]33 what authoritg | do these things. 50 Was the baptism of John
from heaven or from men? Answer me.” A1 And t]ﬂeg arguecl with one
anotlﬁer) “If we say, ‘Trom heaven,’ he will say, ‘Wlﬂg then did you not
believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From men’?” — theg were afraid of the
People, for all held that John was a real Propt]et. BN o theg answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you
]39 what authoritg | do these things.”

Luke 11:1 He was Praging in a certain Place, and when he ceasecl) one of
his clisciples said to him, “|ord, teach us to pray, as John tauglﬁt his
clisciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “F‘ather,
hallowed be thg name. Thg kingclom come. 3 Give us each clag our clailg
]:)reacl; 4 and torgive us our sins, for we ourselves torgive every one who

is indebted to us; and lead us not into temptation.”
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Luke il When the messengers of John had gone, he began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to behold? A reed shaken bﬂ
the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who are gorgeouslg apparelecl and live in luxurg are in kings’ courts. 26 What then
did you go out tosee?” A prophet’? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet 27 This is he

of whom it is written, ‘Be]’xolcl | send my messenger before t]ﬁg Face who shall prepare

thg way before thee.” 28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than
John yet he who is least in the kingclom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When theg heard
this all the People and the tax collectors Justlﬁecl God lﬁavmg been baptnzecl with the
baptlsm of John 50 but the Pharisees and the Iawgers rfaected the purpose of God for
themselves not havmg been baptlzed 139 him. )

Luke i) what then shall | compare the men of this generation, and what are the\g

like? 22 They are like children sitting in the market place and calling to one another, ‘We
Y & P 2

Piped to you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weel:).’ 3% For John the

Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, ‘He has a demon.’
34 The Son of man has come eating and drin\dng, and you say, ‘Behold a glutton and a

drunkarcl a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ el wisdom lSJustn(chJ 139 all her
children.”

*Tabor Blog Post: “Did John the Baptist (5 E)ugs, Beans, or Pancakes?”

—————



https://jamestabor.com/did-john-the-baptist-eat-bugs-beans-or-pancakes/
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Matt. 3:13  ¥Tnen Jesus came from Galliee 1o the

Jordan tc John, |10 be baptized by 7im. 14 MJon
would have creventad him, saying, *1 need 0 be
baptized by you, and do you coma to me?" 15
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 30 now, “or

thus it is fitting for us to fulfll all righteousness "
Ther he corsentad. 18 And when Jesus was

baptized, immedately re went Lp frcm the water,
end behold, °the hezvens were cpened 1o him,”
end he F'saw the Spirit ot God descending lke a
dove and ccmring to raet on him; 17 and behold,
% voice from heavan said, “his is my beloved
Son,” with whom | amm wall pleased.”

Mark 1:9+ AA
Mark 1:9 'In those days Jesus 3came from
Nazare:h of Gallec end was beptized by Jchn in
the Jorgzn, 10 And when he came up out of the
weter, immediztely he 'saw Ythe heavens being
torn open “and the Spirit descending on him lixe
adove. 11 And ¥a voice came from heaven,
*Nous are my heloved Son;” wth you | am well

pleaszd.”

Luke 3:21 ~

Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were
baptizad, and whan Slesi= alsa had heen
baptizad and was orayirg, 9tne heavens were
opened, 22 and €t1e Hely Spirt descandad on
him n bodily form, ike a dove; anc fa voice ceme
from neaven, 3"You are my beloved Son:” with
you | am well cleasec.”
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A Hebrew Gospel of Matthew: Even Bohan
Shem Tov Ibn (ben) Shapru’cJ 4th c. C.E.

John the Baptizer l:)la95 an exalted role: Matt 11:11 “Trulg, | say to you, among all those born of
women men has risen greater than John the Bal:)tizer.” Phrase “yet he who is least in the ,‘
kingdom of heaven is greater than he” is missing. In the Lucan Para”cl (7:28), mss. 5, 475* and .'
1080* also omit the qualiﬁcation.

e D CIE———

Matt 11:15 “For all the prophets and the law spoke concerning John” in contrast to the Greek:
RN (2 24

“For all the Prophets and the law Prophesiecl until John.”

Matt 17:11 “Indeed Elﬂah will come and will save all the world” in contrast to the Greek: “Elﬁah

does come, and he is to restore all things.”

Matt 21:32 “Because John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him.
But violent men and harlots believed him and you saw it and did not turn in repentance. Also
afterward you did not repent to believe him. To the one who has ears to hear let him hear in
clisgrace.” These words are directed to his cliscil:)les (v. 28), not to the chief Priests and elders
as in the Sgnol:)tic Greek tradition.

The kind of Polemic found in the Gospel of John appears to be directed toward an evaluation
of John the Ba[:)tizer such as that found in ST Matthew.
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| ecture Nine:

Five Streams of Earliest Christianitg:
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The Myth of Christian Beginnings
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Nicene Creed 325 CE
Constantmople Additions 581 C]
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| believe in one God, the Father Almightg, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things

visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christj the on|3~begot’cen Son of Gocl, begotten of the Father
before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father 139 whom all tl'n'ngs were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate bg the
Ho|9 Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buriecl; and the third clag He rose again, accorcling to
the ScriPtures; and ascended into hea\/en, and sits on the right hand of the I:ather; and
He shall come again, with glory, tojuclge the living and the dead; whose kingclom shall have

no CﬂCl.

And I believe in the Holg Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life; who Proceecls from the Father
and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together IS worshippecl and gloriﬁecl; who
spoke bg the Prol:)hets.

And | believe one holg catholic and apostolic church. | acknowleclgc one baptism for the
remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to

come. Amen




Christian Origins

How did a Jewish messianic aPocalgptic

movement within late 2nd Temple Judaism

PSS

clevelop into the world re igion we know as

Orthodox Catholic Clﬁristianity?

The Jesus Movement Al fr e

CONSTANTINE

The Parting of the Ways
How Jesus Became Christian
o The Rise of Christianitg
AR The Triumpln of Christianitg

CHRISTIAN
BEGINNINGS
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“| ost Christianities”

Ebionites/Nazarenes
Marcionites
Arians
Gnostics

Mandeans
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The First Hundred Years
QOur New Testament Writi ngs

The John-Jesus Movement

James & the Jerusalem Communitg
Authentic/ Tiarly Paul
The Johannine Christ

The Pauline Consummation
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& BY DR. HUGH ). SCHONFIELD

CHRISTOLOGY
IN THE
QMAKING

{ New lestament 1rlqmry
y the Ongins of the
Docirine .ar'u'v Incarnanion

SECOND EDITION

JAMES D. G. DUNN
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FecitircTien
Will the Real Paul Please Stand UP?

HOW THE APOSTLE THANSFORMED CHERISTIANITY

JAMES D. TABOR




Paul ancl Jesus: Four l:unclamental Aﬁi’rmations

D Paul never met Jesus. Paul's sole claims to authoritg were his clairvogant,

f visionary exPeriences, inclucling his “sightings” or aPParitions of Jesus.

1

2) Froma historical Point of view it is Paul not Jesus who might rightlg be called the
jraouncler of Chrxstlanltg What most Peol:)le lclentncg as Chrlstlanlt9—~lnc|udlng

' both the Apostles and Nicene Creecls reflect more of Paul than the teachmgs of Jesus.
5) The entire New Jestament, mcluc]mg the four Gospels and the book of Acts that
Present the life and teachmg of Jesus and the hlstorg of earlg Chrlstlamtg,

# are written long after Paul’s letters and are heavnlg influenced bg Paul.

[ Readmg the N.T. backwards.

g

;; 4) Paul is arguablg the most influential human being in historg;

f his ideas continue to shape how we think about most evergthing He is not alwags the

' orlgmator but he IS omcten the main concluﬂ: “The Blble te”s me so.’
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Fundamental Transformations:
One God the Creator
The Revelation of Torah, Prol:)hets, and Writings

Israel as the Chosen/ Instrumental People

The Kingclom of God on Earth as it is in Heaven
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