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Lecture Six:  
What Kind of a Jew Was Jesus?





Pharisee 
Sadducee 

Essene 
Zealot 
Nazirite 

Nazarene 
Baptist 

Zadokite 
Enochian



Notes and Readings

The Roman World of Jesus 
The Jewish World of Jesus 

Notes on the Jewish Roman World of Jesus Notes on Jewish 
Jesus & Archaeology 

What Kind of a Jew Was Jesus in the Light of Qumran? 

https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/the-roman-world-of-jesus-an-overview/
https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/the-jewish-world-of-jesus-an-overview/
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Notes-Jewish-Roman-World-of-Jesus.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Jewish-Jesus-Archaeology-Notes-Tabor.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Jewish-Jesus-Archaeology-Notes-Tabor.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/What-Kind-of-a-Jew-Was-Jesus.pdf




Four Revolutionary Emphases from the  
Torah, Prophets, and Psalms:  

E.g., Deuteronomy 30:6; Isaiah 66:2; Psalm 51 & 103 

1) Inside vs. the outside, God sees the heart 
Cuts through all externals, race, gender, ethnic identity, religious 

strictures 

2) Grace & Forgiveness 
Good Samaritan, Who is a Sinner? Adulterous woman, Widow’s 

mite, Two Men Praying in the Temple 

3) What God really wants? 
Go learn what this mean—“I desire mercy not sacrifice” 

4) Intimacy with the Creator 
Your heavenly father knows… 



Christology in the Making: The Dynamics  
of late 2nd Temple Jewish Messianism



Morton Smith, “What is Implied by the Variety of Messiah Figures,”  
Journal of Biblical Literature, vol. 78 (1959): 66-72 

Tabor “Two Messiahs: The Evidence” 

Tabor, “One, Two, or Three Messiahs" 

Tabor:Are You the One? The Textual  
Dynamics of Messianic Self-Identity 

Readings and Sources

https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MSmith-Messianic-Figures-JBL.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Tabor-Two-Messiah-the-Evidence.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/One-Two-or-Three-Messiahs.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MessianicSelfIdentityProofs.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MessianicSelfIdentityProofs.pdf
https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MessianicSelfIdentityProofs.pdf


Jesus, John the Baptizer, and 4Q521

Notes on 4Q521 

Tabor, James D., Wise, Michael O. “The Messiah at Qumran,”  
Biblical Archaeology Review 18.6 (Nov/Dec 1992): 60-61, 65.  

https://jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/4Q521-Jesus-John-and-Qumran.pdf




Prophet & Two Messiahs 
1QS: 
Col VIII: And when these become members of the Community in Israel according to all these rules, they 
shall separate from the habitation of ungodly men and shall go into the wilderness to prepare the way 
of Him, as it is written, “Prepare in the wilderness the way … make straight in the desert a path for our 
God…” 
Col IX: This is the time for the preparation of the way in the wilderness… 
Col IX.10ff: They shall depart from one of the counsels of the Torah to walk in all the stubbornness of 
their hearts, but shall be ruled by the primitive precepts in which the men of the Community were first 
instructed until there shall come the Prophet and the Messiahs of Aaron and Israel. 

Dead Sea Scroll  text of Malachi 3:1    
Therefore, b[ehold, I] send [my] mes[senger, and he shall prepare] the way before me: and they will 
suddenly come to [his] te[mple, the Lor]d, whom you seek and the messenger of the co[venant, 
whom y]ou desire; behold, he himself comes, says the LORD of ho[sts. 2 But] who can endure them; 
they come? 

John 1:19   And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?”  20 He confessed, he did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the MESSIAH.”  
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you ELIJAH?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the THE 
PROPHET?” And he answered, “No.”  22 They said to him then, “Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 




