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Lecture One: 
The End of the World as We Know It: 

How Apocalypticism Thrived and 
Failed in the 1st Century C.E.



“What the Bible Really Says About the Future,” in What the Bible 
Really Says, edited by Morton Smith and Joseph Hoffmann 

(Buffalo: Prometheus Books, 1989 (Harper & Row paperback, 
1990), pp. 33-51. 

  
“Ancient Jewish and Early Christian Millennialism,” In Oxford 
Handbook of Millennialism, ed., Cathy Wessinger. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 252-266. 

“Apocalyptic Schemes and Dreams: How An Ancient Jewish 
Vision of the Future Came to Dominate the Modern World,” in 
The End of Days?: Millennialism from the Hebrew Bible to the 

Present, edited by Leonard J. Greenspoon and Ronald A. 
Simkins (Omaha: Creighton University Press, 2003), pp. 49-61. 

  
“Why 2K: The Biblical Roots of Millennialism,” Bible Review 

(December, 1999), pp. 16-27, 44-45. 



Psalm 115:16 The heavens are the LORD’s heavens,  
but the earth he has given to the sons of men.   

17 The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any that go down into silence.   
18 But we the living will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.



Eschatology 

Beginning[--------------------------------]End 

Beginning[--------This Age--------]End[---- Age to Come 

Apocalyptic Signs of the End 
                                                                 Messiah/s   

Beginning[--------This Age--------]End[---- Age to Come 

Messianic Apocalyptic Eschatology



Beginning[--------This Age-------]End[---- Age to Come 

Death 
                                   Resurrection and Judgment 

John 5:28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come 
out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of 
judgment. 

Rev. 20:12-13 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave 
up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 

Sheol 
Hades





Micah 3-4 
Isaiah 24-27 
Isaiah 65-66 
Zechariah 14 

Daniel 2, 7, 8, 9, 11-12 
Mark 13 

1 Corinthians 7

Selective Texts 





Hezekiah (War 1.204) 
Judas son of Hezekiah (War 2:56) 

Simon of Peraea (War 2:57) 
Athronges the Shepherd & Four brothers (War 2:60 

Judas the Galilean (War 2:118) 
John the Baptizer & Jesus of Nazareth 

Theudas (Ant 20:97; Acts 5:36) 
James & Simon, sons of Judas the Galilean (Ant 20:101-102 

Menachem son of Judas (War 2:433-448) 
The Egyptian (War 2:261-263; Acts 21:38) 

Ten Messiahs



The “Little” Synoptic Apocalypse



Mark: Imminent 
Matthew: Delayed but Soon 

Luke: Indefinite Future



4Q246 Son of God Apocalypse



Didache



“We Will Rise Again” Far Cry 5 
“The Future”Leonard Cohen



Lecture Two: 
Forgetting James: How and Why  

James the Brother of Jesus Faded from History



https://jamestabor.com/the-forgotten-brother-of-jesus-part-1/
Andrew Sils, “The Apostles as Brothers of Jesus”

Essays on James the Brother of Jesus

https://jamestabor.com/the-forgotten-brother-of-jesus-part-1/
http://home.dimacs.rutgers.edu/~asills/ApostlesBrothers/ApostlesBrothersRev3.pdf
https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/christian-origins-and-the-new-testament/essays-on-james-the-brother-of-jesus/


New Testament Texts 
Mark 6:3 

Mark 3:13-19 
Acts 1:12-14 
Galatians 1 
Acts 15 & 21 

Letter of James 



The disciples said to Jesus, “We know you will leave us. Who is going to be 
our leader then?” Jesus said to them, “No matter where you go you are to 
go to James the Just, for whose sake heaven and earth came into being.” 

Gospel of Thomas 12 

The succession of the church passed to James the brother of the Lord, 
together with the Apostles. He was called the “Just” by all men from the -

Lord’s time until ours, since many are called James, but he was holy from his 
mother’s womb (Hegesippus, in Eusebius, Church History 2.23-24) 

The church in Jerusalem that was established by our Lord was increasing in 
numbers being ruled uprightly and firmly by James who was made Overseer 

over it by our Lord” (Syriac Recognitions 1.43.3). 

Wherefore observe the greatest caution, that you believe no teacher, 
unless he bring from Jerusalem the testimonial of James the Lord’s brother, 

or of whosoever may come after him” (Latin Recognitions 4:35).

The Primary Sources on James the Just

https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/christian-origins-and-the-new-testament/primary-sources-on-james-the-just/


Jesus and James 
“Band of Brothers” 

Together in Life and Death 



Lecture Three: 
Ideas of Death, Burial, and the Afterlife:  

How Jews, Christians, and Romans Disagreed



Hebrew, Homer, Gilgamesh



Apocalyptic Eschatology

Two essential Readings: 

What the Bible Really Says What the  
Bible Really Says About Death, Afterlife, and the Future  

Why People are Confused About the 
 Earliest  Christian View of Resurrection of the Dead

https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/ancient-judaism/death-afterlife-future/
https://pages.uncc.edu/james-tabor/ancient-judaism/death-afterlife-future/
https://jamestabor.com/why-people-are-confused-about-the-earliest-christian-view-of-resurrection-of-the-dead/
https://jamestabor.com/why-people-are-confused-about-the-earliest-christian-view-of-resurrection-of-the-dead/




Hellenistic Dualism 
Immortal Soul imprisoned in the Material Body



Gold Foil Lamellae

You will find to the left of the House of Hades a spring, 
And by the side thereof standing a white cypress. 

To this spring approach not near. 
But you shall find another, from the lake of Memory 

Cold water flowing forth, and there are guardians before it. 
Say, “I am a child of Earth and starry Heaven; 

but my race is of Heaven alone.” 
c. 350 BCE, Petelia (trans. James Tabor) 



“Making Live the Dead” 
“Standing Up the Dead”

Biblical Texts 
Job 19:23-27 

Isaiah 25:8; 26:19 
Daniel 12:1-4 

Luke 20:27-36 
1 Corinthians 15 
2 Corinthians 5 

Romans 8 
Revelation 20



“Spiritual Bodies” 
“Life-giving Spirit” 

Image of Dust/Image of Heaven 
Perishable/Imperishable 

Dishonor/Glory 
Weakness/Power


