Does Judaism have a
vital evangelistic message
for the nonJewish world?
Can Gentiles -respond . to
such a .message without
converting to Judaism?
According to..a growing
number of Jewish authori-

ties, just such an eutreach:

to the world is not only
desirable, but is on the way
to full -and.formal imple,
mentation

I Fecently-attended . the
first International Confer-

ence of the-“Children -of

Noah” (B'nai No'ach) held

in -Ft. 'Worth, Texas. Az a.

specialist:in Judaism and
Christianity in antiquity, I
wefit as .an - academic
observer and adviser, But,.

a8 i'Gentile, [ also brought:

a.long-c high degres of per-

sorial fascination and inter-’

eat. The results of this con-
ference were truly amaz«

iig-and- historie. I. wity

nessed: the beginnings:of
what- might be called a
“new. .religion,”
technically -.the .rahbis
involved insist that the

B'nai. Noach concept is

neither ‘“new, nor for-
mally, “another religion,"
though it has full kalachic
foundation, "First let: me
offer a bit of legal and his-
torical background.”” ’

" although.
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The 7 Noahide Laws:

What Every Gentile
Should Know

By JAMES D. TABOR
(First of Two Parts)

According to Jewish rab-
binic tradition, a!l non-
Jows ‘are -“children of
Noah,” and as such aresub-
Ject to a special universal
Noghide Covenant. This
covenant, made with Noah
following .the Flood, is
prior to,and separate from,
the Torah Covenant made
at-Sinai with the “children
‘of Israel™ All humankind
is gceordingly obligated to
follow the “seven laws of

Nesah,” .traditionally enu-.

merated .as: the prohibi-
tions .of - dolatry. blas-
phemy,- blpodshed, -sexual
aing, theft; and eating flesh
(or blood) from a living
animal; and the obligation
to establish legalsystemsto
administer justice, . -
Indeed, accordmg torab-

binie interpretation,-.!em.‘l
functioning a3 the chosen

priestly people, and a ®light
to al}.nations,” are -obli-

gated to'teach the Gentile:
world . those -portions -of.

Torah applicable ta non—
Jaws {Exodus 19 B; Isaiah
42:1-6). -

- Such Gentiles who turn

to G-d, and turn away from’

these sinful practices,.are
said to “have a share in the

world to come.” They have -

become -yirei .shamayim
(“fearers of Heaven,” i.e.,

G-d), and in the Land of
Israel sre called ger tozhav
(i.e., “the stranger that
dwells among you"}. These
Nozhides are not prose-
lytes, nor full converts to
Judaism. They remain
Gentiles, but with special

attachmeni to G-d Torah.
and Israel.

Many scholars of mcnent
Judaism and ‘Christianity
believe that lomethqng
akin fo-this’ rabbinjc eon-
cept of ‘the *“Noahide™
existed .in the Greco-Ro,
man , period:. The, oft-ex=
pressed g'enarahzauon that’
nop- Jews in- the Roman,
empire tended tq be antj.,
Jewish.is unfoanded: 1t is'
wel} estabjished that large:
numbers- of Gentiles .were
attracted to Judaism and’
became- proselytes or full’
converts. But there isalso’
solid evidence that many
Gentiles- were attracted to
Judaismy atiended the syn~
agogues that ‘dotted «the'
Roman empire, but-pulled
back short of full conver-;
sion; Such “semi-Jews,"or.
“Jewish sympathizers™

worshipped the G-d-iof,

Isrse] and obsérved various
Jewish customs and Jaws.

-¢In the New Testament,’

the"book -of *Acts refers o’
such Gentiles as “G-d-fedr”

ers,"using the Greek terms.
phoboummoa or aeb;mmapm
According , to, Act.s,. largs'
numbers . qf these “(id; -
fearers™: rﬂponded. to:the.
evnng'eltstlc message of the
spostle. Paut and formed
the coré of hié Gentile con!
gregations in the Dusport._
Acts 15,.and Paul's &wn

account. in iGalatians,

reports & -sharp disputs
between - rroups ‘of these
Jewlsh messianic believers
as to whether Gentiles, who .
had joined the movement,.
should .be required to con-.
vert to Judaism, taking up
fuil .. observance ; of . the,
Torah. .According to Asts
16 such conversion was not.
required, .but .they were.
directed. to abstain, from’,
sexual .immorality, . blood,
poljutions. - of ;.idols, . and .
¥things strangled.” Such %
list of prohibitions,. though
not prectsely parallel tothe -
rabhinic.. enuwmeration,
ofterg gvidence that Jewish
groups. in this period were
e;press|ngwmethlngakan
to the ! Noahlde 'concept.)
“+In.fhe 3ubsequent cen:
‘turies Jewish sources have
further --expounded “and’
elaborated: the concept of:
the Noahide, Generally'
speaking, . xboth Moslems.
and Christians have baen.

Reprinted in its entirety and with permission from The Jewish Press, 338 Third Avenue, Brooklyn,

New York 112151897,

Tel 718-330-1100 (1 of 2)

81




APPENDIX TWO

considered “Noshides" as
long as thelatter avoided

the. ‘tritheism . sometimeg -

associated. with popular
Trinitarianism (i.e., mak-
ing Jesus a “second" Deity,
seperate from G-d), Indeed,
Hermann Cohen sargued
that the Noahide concept
was the common rational,
ethical ground, and thus
the penuitimate goal, of both

Israel and all humankind, .
ie, & kind of universal

“natural law.”
On. the other hand,

Orthodox rabbinic opinion -

ha.s.bended to argue, with
Maimonides, that Noa-
hides inust accept the
“aeyan laws,” not only on
their own merit (“natural
law"), but as divinely
revealed precepts of Torah,
medikted by the teaching

mission of Israel, The best .

known Gentile exponent of
#the Noahide religion” in
our time was Aime Palliere
(1887-1949). Though born
end baptized a Catholie,
and raised for the priest-
hood, Palliere spent all of
his adult years in the study
and teaching of traditional
Jewish texts.

In recent years, various
publications .have
appeared, setting forth the
halachie issues involved in
the Noghide concept, and
calling for their concrete
implementation. Still, to
my knowledge, there have
been no sociologically sig-
nificant movements to
actually erganize and pro-
mote .such & version of
Torsh faith among Gen-
tiles, &8 something distinct
from standard forms of
Christianity or Islam.
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The 7 Noahide Laws:

What Every Gentile
Should Know

By JAMES D, TABOR
(Conclusion)

That brings us back to  What followed I found
he recent events in Ft. amazing. Over 300 non-
Vorth, Texas. In the week Jewish- delegates, from
irior to the Ft. Worth con- across the country,
erence, rabbis and Torzh gathered at the Ft. Worth
cholars from Israel and Convention Center.to offi-
he United States, repres- cialiy register themselves

'nting & variety "of as participants In this

Jrthodox Jewish groups, newly formed °B’nai

ogether with Gentile. No'ach” movement. They.
accepted the proposal from'

‘epresentatives, ham-
nered out a8 program to - the rabbis, acknowledged
fficially and formally the blessing of Rabbi Eli-
mplement the creation of ahu, and pledged them-
B'nai No'ach study groups selves to faithfully observe
ind congregations,. I - and study the Torah as
ittended several ‘days of =applicable to Gentiles.

‘hese private meetings, full - Obviously such » 'group
»f intense discussion and did not spring up over-
jebate, in whichrmattersof night. The conference was

polity and halachah were . organized by Vendyl}Jones,
worked out. These discus- former ‘Baptist minsiter,
sions resulted in a formal . archaeologist, and director:
proposal, which was imme- of the Institute of Judaic-.

diately wired to Mordechai Christian Research” based
Eliahu, Chief Sephardic in Arlington, Texas, For

Rabbi of lsrael (Sephar- over a decade Jones has.

dic), to form Agudat been promoting Torah

Kerem B'nai No'ach study for Gentiles, accord-”
(Union of the Vineyard of ing to the B'nai No'ah con--

the Children of Noah).-cept, He has: helped to
Rabbi Eliahu sent his organize dozens of groups
approval and formal bless- around the country who
ing of the efforts. regularly and formally

study with Orthodox rab-:
bis and Terah scholars.”
These groups typically

study and discuss the .

weekly Parshah and Haf-
forah portions, based on
standard Jewish sources.
The “Seven Laws of Noah"-
are seen as topical head-:
ings, under whithanélzbo:"
rate set of theological and
ethical concepts are organ::
ized. For example, under’
the ‘prohibition - against
“idolatry,” one would delve.

.into a whole cluster of Jew-
-ish ideas and chservances

as applicable to Gentiles:
the nature of G-d, prohibi-
tions -against the occult,

‘definitions of idolatry, and-

so forth, Likewise, under

:the heading -of "sexual

immorality,”  would éome
the whole” Jewish under-
standing of human sexual-
ity as expounded in Taorah
and rabbinic tradition,

‘Accordingly, " like ' their

Jewish counterparts, such
‘B'nai No'aeh bave
&émbarked on s lifelong
effort of talmud Torah. -
In 1989 Jones sent outan

official appeal to the rab-

. binie community to set up

an international B’nai
No'ach ‘organization. With
the blessing of leading
Orthodox authorities,
ineluding Chief Rabbi Eli-

-ahu, the Ft. Worth confer-

ehce was born. -
-1 hed & chance to inter-

~view many of the non-Jew-

ish “participants.” Most of
‘them were from Christian
baeckgrounds, They

_expressed a diversity of

opinions regarding Jesus,
the New Testament, and
Christlanity. Some
appeared to be committed

“to B'nai No'ach asa distinet

religious expression of
faith, while others viewed
their Torah study as a8 way
to deepen the “Hebraic”

+aspects of thelr Christian-

.identifications. ' Thé --rabk-
.binic proposal developediio
“creedal lines in this regard.
The sole requirement for
.participation was a sincere
desire to study and vbserve
the Torah as applicable to
Gentilés. The idea’is that
people of all religious back-
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grounds, whether Chris
‘tign, Moslem, Buddhist, of
any other would  come
together if 'I_‘orsh_r.gudy I
met two-:leaders, . both

former Baptist ministers,

David Davis’ of Athens,
Tennesseee arnd: Jack
Saunders of Cohutta, Geor:
gia, ‘'who- head up actual
congregations of -B’nai
No'ach. They had come
under the influence of Ven-
dyl Jonies, and begun study-
ing, slofig with their entire

Baptut congregations,.

with 's local Orthodox
rabbi, Michael Kitz, Over

‘a period of years they have

dropped their Baptist affi:
‘liation and many of their
standard Baptist doctrines,

"Apparéntly ' there  are
numerous halachi¢ matters

still to:be ironed out. ‘An-
mternnhonal -cothmittee,

headed* by ‘Rabbi Yoel

Behwartz <in Jerubalem,

will: be “responsible “for
{working out much detsils:
Rabbi Schwirtz -isa
renowned sithority on'thé

Noahide Laws. He is to eon-
sult with leading -rabbis
from &ll the various groups
of Jewish Orthodéxy. The
{uture plans  Tor B'nai
No'ach &re ambitious &nd
international, Chief Rabbi
Elishu has taken the Ft
Worth proposal to his Ash-

kenazic eounterpart, Rav

Abraham Shapiro. As var-
jous practical matters are
clarified, the B'nai No'ach
¢oncept Mmight eventually
be presented in & more offi-
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ciel manner to the Union of

Orthodox Rabbis in North

America’ and .other such.
organizations worldwide;
for their input and &ppro-’
val,

I have-also learned that
other such’ groups, yncons:
nected to the efforts of Ven-
dyl Jones and othersherein
the United States, exist in

England, Belgium, and

Nigeria. ‘For the. future
Jones sees B'nai No'ach
“veshivas,” where Gentiles
will ;. come for intensive
Torah study, es well as
B'nai No'ech teechers be
tully observent Jewish rab-
bis ‘and Torzh ‘scholars,
What, ‘if enything, these
efforts wil eventually mesan
to Reform, Conservative, or
other “branches” of Juda-

‘iem_remains to be seen,

‘What is surprising is the
range of Orthodox groups
of - different ‘persussions
who are willing to cooper-

-ate In this effort..

As anhistorianof ancient
Judaism and early Chris-

‘tianity I find this move-

‘ment particularly fascinat-
ing and significant. The

-earliest Gentile Christians

wére more.rooted in, and
wedded to,a form of "Torah
faith,” than their brethren
of later centuries. Some-
thing cliose to the Noahide
concept is refiected in our
New Testament sources. !
find it intriguing that such
options for -Jewish-Chris-
tian connections are being
replayed in our own time.

My personal impression s
that this movement has a
golid beginning and -will,
grow rapidly. Many will-
find appealing the ecombi--
netion of a universal ethicsl

“.monotheism, with a firm,

conservative base in Scrip-
ture and tredition. Others
will welcorne the opportun-’
ity to study end learn the
Torah in a traditional Jew-
ish manner from rabhis
and -scholars. Such an
option has seldom been
openly. available to non-
Jews.

Still others, who have dif-
ficulty’ with Christian
dogme, will find this *half-
way - house” attractive. It
offers 1 way to worship and
follow - the G-d of Israel

thort of conversion to Jude--
ism, but free of many res-

traints of creed and cult
The emphesis is firmly on

-code, al_a-time when m

many seem to have lost 8
sense of any certain “way.”

Whether-we xill ever sec a
B'nai “ Né'sch version of
Billy . Graham, forcefully
proclaiming this way of
repentancé to the masses
remains to be seen. I might
recast the question 1 posed
at the begimning. If Juda-

ism does have an evangelis—,

tie ‘message for the non-
Jewish world, what might
be the practical outcome?
By all- measures it appears
that this fledgling B'nai
No'ach movement proposes
a most concrete answer, -

James D. Tabor iz a pro-
Jessor in the Department of
Religious Studies, the Uni-
vereity of North Carolina at
Charlotie. His epecialty is
anatent Judaism, and early
Christianity in the context
of Hellenistic culture and
religigns..He hos published
a study’ of Paul iitled
‘Things Unutterable (Uni-
versily Press of America,
13986).
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