
Slaves Obey Your Masters 

 

The Apostle Paul 

 

1 Corinthians 7:20 Every one should remain in the state in which he was called. 21 Were you a 
slave when called? Never mind. But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the 

opportunity. 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise 
he who was free when called is a slave of Christ. 

 
Philemon 9 I, Paul, an ambassador and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus — 10 I appeal to you 

for my child, Onesimus [Ὀνήσιμος], whose father I have become in my imprisonment. 11 
(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending 

him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order 
that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14 but I preferred 

to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but 
of your own free will. 

 
Later “Pauline” 

 

Ephesians 6:5   Slaves, be obedient to those who are your earthly masters, with fear and 

trembling, in singleness of heart, as to Christ; 6 not in the way of eye-service, as men-pleasers, 
but, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and 

not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good any one does, he will receive the same again from the 
Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and forbear threatening, 

knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality 
with him. 

 
Colossians 3:22 Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not with 

eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever your task, 
work heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive 

the inheritance as your reward; you are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid 
back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 

 
Titus 2:8:  Bid slaves to be submissive to their masters and to give satisfaction in every respect; 

they are not to answer back, 10 nor to pilfer, but to show entire and true fidelity, so that in 
everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 

 
1Peter 2:18   Servants [i.e.,  “slaves”], be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only 

to the kind and gentle but also to the overbearing. 19 For one is approved if, mindful of God, he 
endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it, if when you do wrong and are 

beaten for it you take it patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it you take it patiently, 
you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 


